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P L A Y E R  P R O F I L E :  J A M I E

H I K I D A ,  U 1 7  A A A

C A N A D I A N S

J A N U A R Y  1 ,  2 0 2 2

While the Greater Vancouver Canadians, like the rest of the BC Elite Hockey League, are 

enjoying their Christmas break, we’ll take a look at U17 AAA forward Jamie Hikida, who 

was drafted in early December by the Western Hockey League’s Portland Winterhawks 

during the 2021 WHL Prospects Draft. 

Recently, GVC writer K.P. Wee caught up with Jamie, selected by the Winterhawks in the 

12th round, to get his thoughts on being drafted and on the Canadians’ season up to this 

point.

 
0

https://gvcanadians.ca/
https://gvcanadians.ca/search
https://gvcanadians.ca/cart


12/02/2022, 17:56 Player Profile: Jamie Hikida, U17 AAA Canadians — Greater Vancouver Canadians

https://gvcanadians.ca/news/2022/1/1/player-profile-jamie-hikida-u17-aaa-canadians 2/3

“I’m super proud to be drafted by Portland,” Jamie acknowledges. “It’s been a goal for a 

year and a half now just to be drafted. I’ve worked pretty hard to be [in this position]. I’ll be 

going to their camps later this year in early September, and if I’m good enough, I’ll sign.”

In terms of what his goals are the rest of this hockey season, his response is succinct: “Just to 

continue to develop as a player, and hopefully to win the playoffs. I’m trying to get bigger 

and faster, and trying to get better at scoring. [As for the team], we need to get better and 

stay focused.”

While Jamie is modest when it comes to his own play, Josh Spencer, one of the assistant 

coaches for the U17 AAA Canadians, elaborates. “Jamie’s play so far this season’s been 

tremendous, with 16 goals in 16 games. His production on the ice speaks for itself. We’ve 

kept him with Matthew Hikida for most of the season and those two really thrive off of each 

other offensively, but most importantly he’s committed to the game away from the puck and 

holds his linemates accountable, especially with the details in the defensive zone that we as 

coaches are always trying to harp on.”

It’s not just Jamie’s on-ice performance that’s impressed the coaching staff. “What has been 

most impressive about Jamie is how smart he is,” adds Spencer. “He touches so many 

different parts of the game for us, whether that be on the penalty kill or power play, if you 

need some offensive zone time or a defensive zone face-off. His hockey IQ is very high, he 

a very good listener, and we’ve had dialogue with Jamie about certain plays in a game 

where I even find myself sometimes asking him, ‘Well, what should we do here?’ He sees the 

ice so well, and becomes an extension of the coaching staff, which is never a bad thing to 

have players on the same page as you. He’s dialled in to the details of the game in all three 

zones and it’s very impressive to see with a player of that age.”

Of course, family has been influential during Jamie’s hockey journey. “I have an older 

brother that plays hockey [Josh, who plays on the Canadians’ U18 AAA team] and I look up 

to him. [In terms of why I started playing hockey], I was just following in his footsteps. I was 

four or five, but I started skating lessons before that, so I always knew I wanted to play 

hockey.”

And the U17 AAA Canadians are glad Jamie made that decision. “Jamie is no doubt one of 

the drivers of this hockey club,” says Spencer. “He pushes the pace of a game along, and 

has no problem making a play out of nothing. He provides a sense of confidence within our 

dressing room, and provides a good attitude in the room that pushes his teammates to be 

better. Jamie is going to have a long successful hockey career with the trajectory he’s on, 

and I look forward to seeing what the future holds for him.”

 

Congratulations, once again, to Jamie Hikida for being drafted by the Portland 
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